Joint Counties Natural Resources 
Board Meeting Via Zoom
March 28, 2022
10:00 AM
MINUTES

Attendance:  Commissioners: 



 Wayne Skoe - Koochiching

Reed Olson - Beltrami
 Gary Kiesow – Marshall 


Roger Falk – Roseau




 Mark Larson - Clearwater


Russell Walker – Roseau (Alternate)


 Brian Napstad – Aitkin


Joe Grund – LOW (Zoom)
Absent:  
Scott McCollum - Mahnomen




DNR:  
Theresa Ebbgena – DNR NW Regional Director
BSWR:
None
Guest: 
Mathew Johnson
Other:  
Kallie Briggs; Coordinator
Call to Order:  Chairman Commissioner Skoe called the Joint Counties Natural Resources Board meeting to order at 10:10 AM on Monday, March 28, 2022 in the Beltrami County Conference Room.

Agenda:  Motion by Kiesow, second by Skoe to approve the agenda with the addition of the coordinator’s resignation. Motion carried unanimously.
Minutes:  Motion by Napstad, second by Larson to approve the minutes from the January 24, 2022 meeting as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Financial Discussions:  
· Administration/Office Expenses: Motion by Falk, second by Skoe to approve the administration/office and meeting expenses.  Motion carried unanimously. 
· Account Activity Report: Motion was made by Falk, second by Skoe to approve the March Account Activity report that was compiled by Marshall County and distributed by Coordinator Briggs.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Guest:  Mathew Johnson (BSWR) was in attendance to talk about the State 404 Assumption Process of the Federal Clean Water Act and what it means for Minnesota.  His PowerPoint is on the JCNR website.  He began by identifying the administration roles for the State Water Regulatory Authorities in MN, and regulating activities in lakes, streams and wetlands.  They are Federal Clean Water Act Section 404 (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers), State Wetland Conservation Act (BSWR), State Public Waters Work Permit and Permit to Mine Programs (DNR), and State Water Quality Standards MPCA).  The MN Legislation wants to pursue 404 assumption and have cited; faster permit decisions, reduced regulatory redundancy, more responsive regulators (local/State vs Federal), reduced applicant costs and a more effective resource management. Two hundred thousand dollars was identified to begin the development and assemble the material to assume 404.  Additional funding to secure section 404 assumption was submitted to legislation on February 1, 2022.  The 2022 estimated additional funding annually were $2.1 million for BSWR, $2.7 million for DNR, $0.00 for MPCA for a total of $4.8 million with a 1-time funding allocation for 404 assumption application materials to cover work over the following biennium.  It was as follows: $580,000 for BSWR, $100,000 for the DNR, $60,000 for MPCA for a total of $740,000.  There are 3 states who have approved the process; Michigan, Florida and New Jersey.  Other county commissioners in MN and highway engineers are watching to see how it works out for Michigan.  
Old Business:  There was no old business to discuss.
New Business:  The following was discussed:
1.  Coordinator’s Resignation:  Kallie gave the board a resignation proposal to end her contract because she wishes to retire.  During discussion of who would take over the position, Kallie said she would stay until they found someone.  Reed said he would talk to folks in the Beltrami County offices to see if there was someone who would be interested.  When that person is hired, Kallie will give her past information and direction on responsibilities related to the position.
2. Reed said he will not be seeking the county commissioner seat he currently holds.  Instead, he will be running for State Representative District 2.  He suggested that because he is on the JCNR board and everyone is familiar with him, an invitation to his opponent to attend a board should be extended.  
DNR Update:  Theresa gave a written and oral DNR update.  Her written update is on the JCNR website.  She talked about the $221.4 million in capital bonding to address critical issues such as improving access to outdoors, advancing safety and community wellbeing and rehabilitating aging and failing infrastructure.  She also talked about CWD being detected in Grand Rapids, the MN Governor’s Fishing Opener, steelhead fishing and the closure of some roads and trials for seasonal melting.
BSWR Update:  Brian was not in attendance for the meeting but submitted a written update.  It can be found on the JCNR website.
Next Meeting Date:  The next scheduled meeting will be on Monday, May 23, 2022.  Blaine Klemek, DNR will be invited to speak on CWD and Elk.
Adjourn:  Motion by Skoe, second by McCollum to adjourn the meeting at 11:43am.
Minutes submitted by Kallie Briggs-Administrative Coordinator

